[Morpho-functional characteristics of the heart in the elderly].
Alterations in cardiovascular structure and function with advancing age are reviewed. The difficulty to distinguish between aged related alterations and those due to coronary disease are analysed. The results of the studies in which coronary disease are excluded are compared with those in which that situation was present. Cardiac output, systolic volume and peripheral vascular resistence are the differences. The physiological adaptations of the heart to effort are analysed. The adaptation of the heart to effort is quite different according to Coronary Disease have been excluded or not on the population.